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In his A Critical Pronouncing Dictionary (1791), the English orthoepist John Walker observed 

that English borrowings from Latin, either directly or via French, tend to preserve the Latin 

stress pattern when the syllable count remains unchanged (e.g., oˈpinǐo → oˈpinion). This paper 

revisits Walker’s claim within a diachronic framework, testing it on a corpus of approximately 

35,000 Latinate words traced from Classical Latin (CL) through Vulgar Latin (VL), Gallo- 

Roman (GR), Old French (OF), and Middle English (MidE) to Present-Day English (PDE). 

 

Our results not only confirm Walker’s principle but also extend it: even when syllable count 

changes, be it via syncope, vowel reduction, or affixal restructuring, stress often still mirrors 

that of Latin, albeit not in its immediate source form (e.g. compărābǐlis, sensǐbǐlis), but in an 

earlier, shorter etymon (e.g. ˈcompărō, ˈsentǐō; see also Bejta 2003). Thus, PDE ˈcomparable, 

ˈcollocate, ˈtemperament, and ̍ sensible (antepenultimate stress in RP) mirror the Latin stress of 

ˈcompărō, ˈcollǒcō, ˈtempĕrō, and ˈsentǐō, rather than that of the longer derivatives 

compăˈrābǐlis, collǒˈcātus, tempĕrāˈmentus, and senˈsǐbǐlis. The following table contains 

further examples: 

 

CL - PDE Latin etymon - CL - PDE 

oratǐo - oˈration audǐō - audībǐlis - ˈaudible 

asperǐtas - aˈsperity volvō - vǒlǔbǐlis - ˈvoluble 

argillācĕus - ˌargilˈlaceous dēpǐlō - dēpǐlātus - ˈdepilate 

anxǐus - ˈanxious infătǔō - infătǔātus - inˈfatuate 

ardǔus - ˈarduous argǔō - argūmentum - ˈargument 

barbărus - ˈbarbarous ostendō - ostensīvus - oˈstensive 

stǔpendus - stupendous argūmentǒr - argūmentātīvus - arguˈmentative 

āmentǐa - aˈmentia fātum - fātālis - ˈfatal 

fǒlǐum - ˈfolium nātus - nātālis - ˈnatal 

radǐus - ˈradius hospĕs - hospǐtālis - ˈhospital 

consǒnans - ˈconsonant partǐcǔla - partǐcǔlāris - parˈticular 

ăbundans - aˈbundant mĕmǒrǐa - mĕmǒrǐālis - meˈmorial 

corpǔlens - ˈcorpulent arbǒrĕa - arbǒrĕālis - arˈboreal 

appārens - apˈparent mănǔs - mănǔālis - ˈmanual 

ădǒlescens - ˌadoˈlescent clērǐcǔs - clērǐcālis - ˈclerical 

thesǐs - ˈthesis tertǐa - tertǐānus - ˈtertian 

nĕcrōsis - neˈcrosis ēlǒquens - ēlǒquentǐa - ˈeloquence 

incǔbus - ˈincubus jūdǐcǐum – jūdǐcǐārǐus - juˈdiciary 

 

Building on these findings, we explore historical explanations for certain morphophonological 

rules of PDE pronunciation as formulated by Duchet in his book Code de l’anglais oral (1994). 

In particular, we address the long-standing puzzle of why stressed /i/ remains short in words 

containing any of the stress-imposing <i + vowel> suffixes, such as -ious, -ient, -ia, -ion, etc., 

as in opinion, religious, ambitious despite long vowels in analogous contexts, such as in 

prostration, commotion, ablution. We argue that developments in Vulgar Latin during the 

Gallo-Roman period (c. 58 BCE - 476 CE) provide a plausible account of this anomaly. 

 

In sum, in our paper, and in our proposed talk, we intend to show and exemplify how Walker’s 

observation, when extended through evidence from syllable structure, morphophonological 

processes, and contact history, reveals a deeper and more pervasive phonological inheritance 

from both Classical and Vulgar Latin than has hitherto been recognized. 


